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[] When Space Stations Fall...
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As Russia's aging Mir station bids goodbye to what may be its last

occupants this week, the question is, what happens next? .
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_Russian officials haven't said definitively. But if the 125-ton space station
=25 IS allowed to fall back into Earth's atmosphere -- probably next year -- not

=az all of it can be expected to burn up on re-entry.

=2 But the station still has fuel on board, and can be remotely controlled from

Earth. Therefore, ground controllers can be expected to steer Mir over an
ocean, and not over inhabited areas.
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"Mir will be a controlled reentry, assuming that it takes place," says Roger
D. Launius, NASA's chief historian in Washington. "It will be brought down
henever and wherever controllers want."
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The contrast with NASA's out of fuel and out-of-control Skylab, which
crashed back to Earth just over 20 years ago -- on July 11, 1979 --
couldn't be more great, he says.
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"Skylab was an uncontrolled re-entry,"” Launius said. "There was no way to
fire thrusters and make it either re-enter the atmosphere or to reboost to a
higher orbit."

The original plan was for Skylab to stay in orbit long enough for the space
shuttle fleet to become operational in 1978. Shuttles would deliver extra
rockets, and the 77-ton Skylab would either be guided to a specific re- telescope

entry trajectory or boosted to a higher orbit. The HP Proliant DL380 G5 Server with Store
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Higher than normal solar flare activity also intervened, causing additional MORE STORIES

atmospheric drag and pulling Skylab even more quickly toward Earth. “ Crew Prepares to Leave Mir
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During Skylab's final days, NASA engineers were reduced to merely Leave Station

guessing where on Earth the station's remnants would fall. In India,
astrologers did a booming business. The world kept a worried vigil.
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Around 2:35 a.m. in the morning of July 11, 1979, Skylab re-entered Earth's atmosphere, falling largely over the eastern Indian -

Ocean. Parts of it fell over suburban Perth, Western Australia and over Australia's mostly vacant western desert.

No injuries were reported. Souvenir hunters fanned out.

Few did better than 17-year-old Stan Thornton of Esperance, Western Australia.
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He scooped a few pieces off the roof of his home and caught the first flight to San Francisco, where he collected a $10,000

prize from the San Francisco Examiner.

Meanwhile, Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser wrote a letter to US president Jimmy Carter, praising the scientific
research Skylab had done during its active lifespan. Even so, he said, he would have preferred Skylab hadn't fallen on his Hot Topics
country.

He then suggested tongue-in-cheek a trade be made of Skylab wreckage in return for higher Australian beef export quotas to
the US market.

. Marketplace Links The Space Top 10s

= HP DL180
The power of a rack server. Now with a
small price tag. HP ProLiant DL180 G5
Server featuring a FREE 160GB hard
drive. Only $1299

_ Vote for your Space Favorites
= Your Comic Book Alter Ego

Enter now to win a cameo role in hit comic
series Witchblade!

m Orion Telescopes & Binoculars

Let us magnify your stargazing experience!
Space Trivia
m Starry Night Software

Check out our award-winning universe

simulator!

Multimedia Features

- M"— Top Stories (’, SciENCE Top Stories

SPACE.com Reader Favorites

Space Wallpapers

Space Video Collection

Space Image Gallery Collection

Site Map | News | SpaceFlight | Science | Technology | Entertainment | SpaceViews | NightSky | Ad Astra | SETI | Hot Topics

Image Galleries | Videos | Reader Favorites | Image of the Day | Amazing Images | Wallpapers | Games | Community

about us | FREE Email Newsletter | message boards | register at SPACE.com | contact us | advertise | terms of service | privacy statement
DMCA/Copyright

m What is This?


http://www.telescope.com/
http://store.yahoo.com/cgi-bin/clink?yhst-49664100110157+BY9nY4+stniso.html
http://www.space.com/searchforlife/
http://www.newsarama.com/
http://www.space.com/adastra/
http://www.spacenews.com/
http://www.aviation.com/
http://www.livescience.com/
http://www.space.com/
http://www.space.com/community/
http://www.space.com/spacewatch/
http://www.space.com/spaceviews/
http://www.space.com/entertainment/
http://www.space.com/businesstechnology/
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/
http://www.space.com/news/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3688/17/aa/%2a/s%3B182139397%3B3-0%3B0%3B24372812%3B4986-300/600%3B24520994/24538847/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/news/L18/397307023/Position1/Space/HP_Q2_DL380_Sp_ROS_300x600/1351652.html/4f71796a4c6b665a72365141414c3671?https://h30046.www3.hp.com/campaigns/2007/promo/1-3RQG4/index.php?mcc=CRXY&jumpid=ex_r2548_link/kimess/4Q07DL380/1-3RQG4/Maze/Space_mcc|CRXY
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mir_update_823.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mir_zak_818.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mircrew_806_wg.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mircrew_806_wg.html
http://www.space.com/php/stf/mailtofriend.php?url=%2Fnews%2Fspacestation%2Fskylab_mir_826.html
http://www.space.com/php/contactus/feedback.php
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/HP_Q2_08_DL180_Sp_textlink/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Witchblade_Sp_FebMar08_tag3/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Sp_Orion_2008_clicktag/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Sp_StarryNSoft_2008clicktag/clickthrough.gif/1
javascript:novaapi.action('login')
javascript:novaapi.action('register')
http://www.space.com/common/community/forums
http://www.space.com/php/email/get_spacenews.php
http://www.space.com/amazingimages/
http://www.telescope.com/
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=refractors/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09882?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=refractors/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09882?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=refractors/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09882?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=refractors/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09882?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=refractors/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09882?atc=ims1506
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/top10
http://www.space.com/top10
http://www.space.com/voting/
http://www.space.com/voting/
http://www.space.com/quiztrivia/
http://www.space.com/quiztrivia/
http://www.space.com/multimedia/
http://www.space.com/multimedia/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery/
http://www.space.com/sitemap.html
http://www.space.com/news/
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/
http://www.space.com/businesstechnology/
http://www.space.com/entertainment
http://www.space.com/spaceviews
http://www.space.com/spacewatch
http://www.space.com/adastra
http://www.space.com/searchforlife
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/imageoftheday
http://www.space.com/amazingimages
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/games/
http://www.space.com/community/
http://www.imaginova.com/
http://www.space.com/php/email/get_spacenews.php
http://uplink.space.com/
https://www.space.com/php/members/register.php
http://www.imaginova.com/contactus/
http://www.livescience.com/advertising/
http://www.imaginova.com/tos/
http://www.imaginova.com/privacy/
http://www.imaginova.com/tos/DMCAPolicy.html
http://www.space.com/php/siteinfo/RSSinfo.php
http://www.space.com/php/siteinfo/RSSinfo.php

© 2007 Imaginova Corp. All rights reserved..



	FNHLHEEIKPANBAKDMJJEJNGCKBGOGODH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: default_collection
	f4: default_frontend
	f5: default_frontend
	f6: xml_no_dtd

	f2: 




