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Earth in 1997. 
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ESPERANCE, Western Australia -- John Coates, manager of emergency 
services in this isolated fishing and tourism town doesnt want to know 
about Mir.

He doesnt plan to pay attention to the space stations looming crash unless 
regional authorities in Kalgoorlie or Perth instruct him to do so. Thats 
because Coates was around when Americas Skylab fell on his hometown 
in July 1979. One close encounter with space junk is enough for him. 

"Esperance is a lot more populated area now than it was then," Coates 
said. "Thats why I hope they dont call."

At this point, emergency management officials in both Australia and New 
Zealand appear to be accepting estimates that Mir has a less than three 
percent chance of hitting land when it crashes to Earth on Friday. On that 
day, Mir will be targeted at a huge and lonely ocean area between New 
Zealand and Chile and Australia and New Zealand appear comfortable 
with this.

 
 
As it came through the atmosphere, it broke the sound 
barrier with sonic booms, one after the other, rattling 
windows we thought it was the end of the world.  
  

As such, emergency management officials arent urging antipodeans to 
take any special precautions and thats why Coates phone isnt ringing.

In New Zealand, the primary official action thus far has been to warn ships 
at sea to avoid the splashdown area, says Patrick Helm, chairman of the 
countrys ad hoc Satellite Re-Entry Committee. In Australia, Brian 
Flanagan, spokesman for Emergency Management Australia, cant stress 
enough that the risk of anything hitting Australia is "very low."

Perhaps taking its cue from officialdom, the public also appears to be 
taking the risk in stride.

For instance, periodic stories in local newspapers have chronicle what the 
final days of Mir may be like, but under tongue-in-cheek headlines like: 
"Breaking Up Is Hard to Do." With the feverish final days of summer just 
ahead in the antipodes, and all those outdoor activities to cram in before 
the weather turns cold whos got time to worry about Mir?

Without a doubt, Mirs re-entry is likely to be the biggest fireworks show 
thus far of the 21st Century. What to expect? Well, if the show put on by 
the American space station Skylab when it fell to Earth in July 1979 is 
anything to go by -- Mirs final plunge should be pretty spectacular, says 
Dorothy Andre a long time resident of Esperance, who was around when 
Skylab fell.

"It was cloudy that night, but the clouds cleared when it came through," 
she told Space.com by telephone. "As it came through the atmosphere, it 
broke the sound barrier with sonic booms, one after the other, rattling 
windows we thought it was the end of the world."

Even though debris fell over the area at high speeds, no injuries were 
reported, not even of cattle kept outdoors. In the days and weeks that 
followed, bits of foam and insulation and other non-metallic objects floated 
ashore from parts of Skylab that crashed into the sea, she said. 

Andre and her husband Mervin operate the Esperance Municipal 
Museum. In the months following Skylabs crash, they collected roughly two dozen pieces of the space station to put on display. 
These vary from a series of spherical containers to a huge oxygen tank the size of a Volkswagen van that weighs well over a 
tonne. Another specimen is a 45-kilo door hatch.

Given that nothing much happens in Esperance, she and her husband have since nicknamed their tourist stop "The Skylab 
Museum of Australia," which she says gets about 12,000 visitors a year.

At the time of Skylabs crash to Earth, her husband Mervin also was president of Esperance shire. He issued the Americans a 
ticket for littering, a fine which to this day remains unpaid. Others who achieved notoriety from Skylabs fall was 17-year-old 
local boy Stan Thornton. He scooped a few pieces of Skylab off the roof of his home and caught the first flight to San Francisco, 
where he collected a $10,000 prize from the San Francisco Examiner.

For Coates, however, all that excitement was well and good. But hes hoping lightning wont strike the same place twice.

On the morning of July 12, just after midnight, he and other local emergency services personnel were standing in front of their 
local headquarters completely unaware of what to expect, and very nervous. Then, suddenly, Skylab came down, and the view 
from where he stood was fantastic.

"As it went overhead, it was a terrific flame like a burning plane, with all these little pieces shearing off," he said.

Sonic booms rattled the town.

"It was great, and Mir should be the same," he said. "And as long as it doesnt happen here, Ill be happy."

 
 

HP DL180 
The power of a rack server. Now with a 
small price tag. HP ProLiant DL180 G5 
Server featuring a FREE 160GB hard 
drive. Only $1299 

  
Your Comic Book Alter Ego 
Enter now to win a cameo role in hit comic 
series Witchblade! 

  
Orion Telescopes & Binoculars 
Let us magnify your stargazing experience! 

  
Starry Night Software 
Check out our award-winning universe 
simulator! 

 

 

 

Become a Space.
com Member

 

Log In Join Now! 
●       Discussion Board

●       e-Newsletter Sign Up

●       Amazing Images

Orion SkyQuest XT4.5 
Dobsonian Reflector 

Telescope 
$239.95 

Explore More 

  

Hot Topics
 

  

The Space Top 10s
 

  

Vote for your Space Favorites
 

  

Space Trivia
 

  

Multimedia Features
 

  

SPACE.com Reader Favorites
 

  

Space Wallpapers
 

  

Space Video Collection
 

  

Space Image Gallery Collection
 

Site Map | News | SpaceFlight | Science | Technology | Entertainment | SpaceViews | NightSky | Ad Astra | SETI | Hot Topics  
Image Galleries | Videos | Reader Favorites | Image of the Day | Amazing Images | Wallpapers | Games | Community  
about us | FREE Email Newsletter | message boards | register at SPACE.com | contact us | advertise | terms of service | privacy statement 
DMCA/Copyright 

   What is This? 

http://www.telescope.com/
http://store.yahoo.com/cgi-bin/clink?yhst-49664100110157+BY9nY4+stniso.html
http://www.space.com/searchforlife/
http://www.newsarama.com/
http://www.space.com/adastra/
http://www.spacenews.com/
http://www.aviation.com/
http://www.livescience.com/
http://www.space.com/
http://www.space.com/community/
http://www.space.com/spacewatch/
http://www.space.com/spaceviews/
http://www.space.com/entertainment/
http://www.space.com/businesstechnology/
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/
http://www.space.com/news/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3688/17/aa/%2a/a%3B182139397%3B4-0%3B0%3B24372812%3B4986-300/600%3B24520995/24538848/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/news/L18/574866888/Position1/Space/HP_Q2_DL380_Sp_ROS_300x600/1351652.html/4f71796a4c6b665a72365141414c3671?https://h30046.www3.hp.com/campaigns/2007/promo/1-3RQG4/index.php?mcc=CRXY&jumpid=ex_r2548_link/kimess/4Q07DL380/1-3RQG4/Piggybank/Space_mcc|CRXY
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?pic=mir_locator_031601_02.gif&cap=space+articleap
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?pic=mir_locator_031601_02.gif&cap=space+articleap
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?pic=h_mir_click02_02.jpg&cap=The+Russian+space+station+Mir+over+Earth+in+1997.%3Cbr%3E%3C%2Fbr%3EClick+to+enlarge.%3Cbr%3E%3C%2Fbr%3E
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?pic=h_mir_click02_02.jpg&cap=The+Russian+space+station+Mir+over+Earth+in+1997.%3Cbr%3E%3C%2Fbr%3EClick+to+enlarge.%3Cbr%3E%3C%2Fbr%3E
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010320.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010320.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010320.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010319.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010319.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010319.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/sts102_mir_010316.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/sts102_mir_010316.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mir_ovation.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacestation/mir_ovation.html
http://www.space.com/php/stf/mailtofriend.php?url=%2Fnews%2Fspacestation%2Fesperance_mir_010320.html
http://www.space.com/php/contactus/feedback.php
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/missions/mir_fiery_finale_page.html
http://www.space.com/news/spacehistory/dangerous_reentries_000602.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/missions/mir_junk_010312.html
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/mir_update_010320.html
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/HP_Q2_08_DL180_Sp_textlink/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Witchblade_Sp_FebMar08_tag3/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Sp_Orion_2008_clicktag/clickthrough.gif/1
http://ads.space.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.space.com/spacenews/1112745096/x32/Space/Mktg_Sp_StarryNSoft_2008clicktag/clickthrough.gif/1
javascript:novaapi.action('login')
javascript:novaapi.action('register')
http://www.space.com/common/community/forums
http://www.space.com/php/email/get_spacenews.php
http://www.space.com/amazingimages/
http://www.telescope.com/
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.telescope.com/control/product/~category_id=dobsonians/~pcategory=telescopes/~product_id=09804?atc=ims1506
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/top10
http://www.space.com/top10
http://www.space.com/voting/
http://www.space.com/voting/
http://www.space.com/quiztrivia/
http://www.space.com/quiztrivia/
http://www.space.com/multimedia/
http://www.space.com/multimedia/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery/
http://www.space.com/sitemap.html
http://www.space.com/news/
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/
http://www.space.com/businesstechnology/
http://www.space.com/entertainment
http://www.space.com/spaceviews
http://www.space.com/spacewatch
http://www.space.com/adastra
http://www.space.com/searchforlife
http://www.space.com/hottopics/
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/imagegallery
http://www.space.com/php/video/
http://www.space.com/readerfavorites/
http://www.space.com/imageoftheday
http://www.space.com/amazingimages
http://www.space.com/php/multimedia/downloads/wallpapers/
http://www.space.com/games/
http://www.space.com/community/
http://www.imaginova.com/
http://www.space.com/php/email/get_spacenews.php
http://uplink.space.com/
https://www.space.com/php/members/register.php
http://www.imaginova.com/contactus/
http://www.livescience.com/advertising/
http://www.imaginova.com/tos/
http://www.imaginova.com/privacy/
http://www.imaginova.com/tos/DMCAPolicy.html
http://www.space.com/php/siteinfo/RSSinfo.php
http://www.space.com/php/siteinfo/RSSinfo.php


© 2007 Imaginova Corp. All rights reserved.. 


	FCIBGDCNJJNCKBOIHDGHCLILIIKJKOMH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: default_collection
	f4: default_frontend
	f5: default_frontend
	f6: xml_no_dtd

	f2: 




